
 

1 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (11
th

-NOVEMBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

As children return to the classroom after an unprecedentedly long gap, many among their 

teachers realise that teaching will be tougher. And there are others who assume that it will be business 

as usual. In fact, they have already started teaching from the point ‘where we left it’, meaning where 

they were in their online classes. Teachers who stick to the syllabus no matter what happens in the 

outside world, like to identify themselves as teachers of this or that subject. They see their role purely in 

terms of the knowledge they enable children to acquire. They view the purpose of education in terms of 

success in examinations and, consequently, in life. With a sense of purpose so firmly held in their minds, 

such teachers stay clear of the personal life of children, especially its emotional aspect. We can 

understand how such teachers define learning — in terms of the prescribed syllabus as articulated in the 

textbook. There is no harm in acknowledging that teachers of this sort form the majority in the 

profession. 

Though in a minority, there are other teachers who realise that education is more than about 

completing the syllabus to prepare children to face examinations. These teachers know that their 

success as teachers depends on how they relate to children, no matter what subject they teach. For this 

reason, they worry about their children’s emotional well-being. When a child is not feeling well, such 

teachers ask what is wrong. They recognise individual differences and engage with children as persons 

with specific habits of mind and behaviour. For such teachers, the world outside the school matters 

because it makes an impact on children, their spirit and enthusiasm for what they are being taught in 

the classroom. For teachers of this kind, the long gap caused by the novel coronavirus pandemic in their 

daily routine interaction with children has made it problematic to resume teaching. They know that 17 

months without teaching in a physical classroom has made a strange impact on themselves as well as on 

the children they teach. 

 

Gap impact 

Several obvious reasons can be cited. One that has been widely discussed comes under a poorly 

conceptualised title: ‘learning loss’. If small children cannot read at the level they had attained before 

the pandemic struck, this can hardly be described as a loss. The terminology of loss and gain seems 

natural in our times, but it is unsuitable for discussing children and their development at school. When 

they are small, children do not easily retain for long what they had picked up unless it is put to daily use. 

This is just as true of the facility in reading as in intellectual capacities to comprehend, analyse and 

judge. However, the facility once acquired returns when its need is created again — under 

circumstances that are not threatening. And that is where our systemic conditions pose a problem. 

These conditions encourage teachers to be impatient and short-tempered. It is not easy for 

people who have never worked in a school in our country to grasp the nature of the stress teachers 

chronically face and absorb. It is so general that it cannot be attributed to any one source, such as a 

principal or parents. The pressure to perform is a factor of the ethos and the ethos does not distinguish 

between smaller and older children. From the day a child enters school, he or she comes under this 

pressure. A minority of teachers realise that it is unsuitable for growth in the primary years, but these 

teachers have little influence on others. The wider social culture and government norms relentlessly 

push the child from the first month at school towards higher levels of performance. 

One suspects that this pressure will shape the classrooms most children return to after the 

COVID-19 gap. Many among them will find it difficult to join in at a higher level of efficiency in solving 

problems in math or language than they can feel comfortable with. This will be seen as a sign of 

weakness and the usual remedies will be applied to suppress such signs. The remedies endemic to our 

system are increased drill, coached collective answer-parroting and harder preparation for tests. Each 

one of these remedies will be counter-productive for the child’s development when classes resume and 

regain the dreaded full steam. 
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Among teachers I have placed in the second category above, i.e., those who try to relate to 

children individually and not just teach them, there will be some who can reasonably guess the kind of 

psychological problems children might be facing as a result of the long COVID-19 closure of schools. The 

total withdrawal of a space so intimately linked to childhood must necessarily have been hard to endure 

for a lot of children. These would include children who might not have greatly enjoyed their daily chores 

at school and the curriculum, as well as many children who might have taken online in their stride, 

despite the relentless stress it brought them. 

 

Impact of the online mode 

Digital learning is known to bring with it certain addictive behaviours that may persist at school 

and take new and disturbing mutations. When children return to school, they may well feel off-balance, 

experiencing the uncanny sense of deprivation that hits the mind after an ordeal is over. For teachers to 

assume that such children will simply carry on with the remaining syllabus will be quite wrong, although 

this will not become obvious till later. 

Online teaching had extremely limited reach in most regions, and even more limited value for its 

receivers. The idea that teaching simply switched to online mode was little more than a myth. That 

there was nothing else that could have been done was another myth. Why schools were the absolutely 

last priority for reopening, lower than shopping malls, says something about the importance attached to 

education. In several other countries, every attempt was made to help schools function, after periodic 

closure. Nor were primary teachers in other countries given other duties, at airports and vaccination 

centres. Why mid-day meals were stopped along with teaching is hard to explain. Nor is it possible to 

calculate the loss incurred by hunger. No estimate has yet been made of the number of children who 

have left school altogether. 

Now that schools have at last reopened, the educationally better off States, for example, in the 

South, need to recognise two new priorities. Both concern aspects of children’s psychological comfort 

generally ignored in our system. If given some attention, it will enhance both children’s and teachers’ 
readjustment after the long gap they have endured without each others’ company. 

 

Space for these priorities 

The first of these two priorities is a space for the arts: music, painting, theatre and dance. 

Aesthetic experience has great healing powers, especially when it is not too focused on performance or 

ceremonial purpose. If State governments and private schools can devote resources and time to this 

otherwise marginalised area, they will make the resumption of routine life at school more nourishing. 

The other priority for school resumption is the reorganisation of this year’s curriculum. The ‘where we 

left it’ approach will not do for any stage of school education. A linear syllabus coverage approach does 

not serve children well even in normal times. The post-COVID-19 situation is far too complex to respond 

to the wooden pedagogy stuck to the chapters of the prescribed textbook. A team of subject-specialists 

and teachers must sit together to look at the syllabus designed for every grade level and deliberate on 

ways to reorganise it for this unusual academic session. 

 

 unprecedentedly (adverb) – in a manner/ 

situation that is not experienced before. 

 business as usual (phrase) – a normal state of 

affairs, the daily round, routine, a normal 

pattern, regularity. 

 stick to (phrasal verb) – abide by, keep, adhere 

to, hold to. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/ concerning, in connection with. 

 enable (verb) – facilitate, empower, entitle; 

allow, permit, authorize. 

 consequently (adverb) – as a result, therefore, 

for this reason, because of that. 

 hold (verb) – possess, have. 
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 stay clear of (phrase) – avoid, avoid dealing 

with, have nothing to do with, shun, eschew. 

 prescribed (adjective) – advised, 

recommended, suggested, stipulated, 

determined, required. 

 articulate (verb) – express, pronounce, state, 

point out. 

 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, 

realize. 

 sort (noun) – type, kind, category. 

 relate to (verb) – have a rapport with, get on 

with, respond to,  feel for, identify with, 

empathize with, connect with, understand, 

speak the same language as, be in tune with. 

 well-being (noun) – a healthy state/condition. 

 spirit (noun) – attitude, intention, state of 

mind. 

 enthusiasm (noun) – eagerness, excitement, 

interest, zeal. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 interaction (noun) – communication. 

 resume (verb) – restart, start again, return to. 

 strange (adjective) – unusual, weird, abnormal, 

atypical. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, adduce, make reference 

to, invoke. 

 come under (phrasal verb) – be classified as. 

 conceptualise (verb) – envisage, envision, 

contemplate, think about. 

 learning loss (noun) – it refers to any specific 

or general loss of knowledge and skills or to 

reversals in academic progress, most 

commonly due to extended gaps or 

discontinuities in a student’s education. 

 attain (verb) – achieve, accomplish, reach, 

obtain, gain. 

 strike (verb) – (of a disaster) affect, afflict, 

attack, come upon. 

 hardly (adverb) – barely, almost not. 

 terminology (noun) – terms, expressions, 

words, language, parlance. 

 pick up (phrasal verb) – learn, get to know, 

acquire, acquire a knowledge of, master. 

 intellectual (adjective) – mental, cognitive. 

 comprehend (verb) – understand, realize, 

fathom. 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, condition. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause 

(a problem or danger or risk). 

 impatient (adjective) – irritated, annoyed, 

angry; restless, agitated, nervous/anxious. 

 short-tempered (adjective) – ill-tempered, 

bad-tempered, fiery, volatile. 

 grasp (verb) – understand, comprehend, 

follow, apprehend. 

 stress (noun) – strain, pressure, tension, worry, 

anxiety. 

 chronically (adverb) – continuously, 

constantly, unabatingly. 

 attribute to (verb) – ascribe, assign, 

connect/associate with. 

 ethos (noun) – morality, attitudes, beliefs, 

principles; spirit, character. 

 distinguish (verb) – differentiate, separate, set 

apart, make different. 

 come under (phrasal verb) – be subjected to. 

 influence (noun) – control, sway, hold, 

leverage. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, rules of 

conduct. 

 relentlessly (adverb) – continuously, 

persistently, firmly/determinedly, continuously 

in an intense way. 

 remedy (noun) – solution, answer, 

antidote/panacea. 

 suppress (verb) – control, contain, restrain.  

 endemic (adjective) – widespread, prevailing, 

frequent, usual, common, general, extensive, 

ubiquitous, ordinary. 

 parroting (noun) – a method of 

teaching/learning to repeat exactly what 

someone else says, without understanding it 

or thinking about its meaning. 

 parrot (verb) – repeat 

mindlessly/mechanically, say again (without 

thinking). 

 counter-productive (adjective) – harmful, 

damaging, dangerous/destructive. 

 dreaded (adjective) – frightening, frightful, 

terrifying. 
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 steam (noun) – vigour, momentum, power, 

force, energy. 

 reasonably (adverb) – rightly, properly. 

 as a result (phrase) – subsequently, therefore, 

thus. 

 withdrawal (noun) – removal, taking away. 

 intimately (adverb) – uniquely, exclusively, 

personally. 

 necessarily (adverb) – inevitably, certainly, 

surely. 

 endure (verb) – tolerate, withstand, sustain, 

put up with, go along with, suffer. 

 chore (noun) – a (small) job/task that is done 

regularly. 

 curriculum (noun) – syllabus, course of studies, 

subjects. (curricula is the plural form of the 

curriculum). 

 take something in one’s stride (phrase) – to 

deal with a problem or difficulty in a calm & 

easy way and not allow it to have an effect on 

you. 

 relentless (adjective) – constant, continuous, 

non-stop, unceasing. 

 addictive (adjective) – habit-forming, 

compelling, causing dependency. 

 persist (verb) – continue, remain, linger, stay. 

 mutation (noun) – a significant and basic 

“alteration/variation”. 

 off-balance (adjective) – uneven, unevenly 

balanced, out of line. 

 uncanny (adjective) – unnatural, mysterious, 

strange, abnormal. 

 deprivation (noun) – privation, hardship, 

destitution, neediness, distress. 

 ordeal (noun) – painful experience, unpleasant 

experience, trouble, difficulty, misery. 

 carry on (phrasal verb) – continue, keep on, go 

on, push on, press on, persist in. 

 even more (phrase) – all the more, further. 

 switch (verb) – change, convert, shift. 

 myth (noun) – mistaken belief, misconception, 

fallacy, false notion, misbelief, fairy story, fairy 

tale. 

 absolutely (adverb) – completely, totally, 

utterly. 

 periodic (adjective) – regular, recurrent, 

repeated. 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine 

to protect against a particular disease; 

immunization. 

 along with (phrase) – together with. 

 incur (verb) – induce, cause, give rise to, bring 

on. 

 altogether (adverb) – completely, entirely, 

totally. 

 at last (phrase) – finally, in the end, eventually, 

ultimately, after much delay. 

 better off (phrase) – in a more advantageous 

position. 

 aesthetic (noun) – artistic, elegant, exquisite; 

attractive, pleasing. 

 heal (verb) – alleviate, assuage, palliate, 

relieve, ease, lessen, mitigate (distress or 

anguish). 

 ceremonial (adjective) – formal, official. 

 devote (verb) – allocate, assign, allot, commit, 

give, dedicate. 

 marginalised (adjective) – treated as 

insignificant, treated as unimportant, 

neglected. 

 resumption (noun) – reopening, restarting, 

recommencement.  

 nourishing (adjective) – good for one, 

wholesome, healthy, beneficial, sustaining, 

strengthening. 

 linear (adjective) – sequential, direct. 

 wooden (adjective) – unnatural, clumsy, 

awkward, lifeless, emotionless. 

 pedagogy (noun) – teaching: specifically, 

teacher actions (teaching methods) that 

promote student learning. 

 design (verb) – create, plan, formulate. 

 deliberate (verb) – discuss, weigh up, think 

about, think over, ponder, consider, 

contemplate, reflect on, give thought to. 
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